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AN INITIATE'S GUILE TO HOKUTO NO KEN pt. 1 
by Robert W. Gibson and Tomoaki Okuzuml 
with lots of help from Mary 
Kennard and Jeff Blend 


Introcuction 


Hokuto no ken (Fist of the Great Bear, or Fist of the Great Lipper) began as 

a manga comic strip in 1983. It was originally created by Tetsuo Hara earlier, 
but it was not until the strip began running in Shonen Jump in 1983 that it 
became very, very popular. The strip was illustrated by Hara and written by 
Buronson (Yoshiyuki Okamura), a veteran of the manga mills of Tokyo. Later, 

in 1984, the television anime (produced by Toei) premierec and quickly 

became very popular. It was, anc still is the most violent of the anime on 
television, but the overwhelming sense of justice and the appeal of the main 
character, who is an almost perfect fighting machine, is almost always right, 
anc protects the weak from truly Cespicable villains, more than makes uy for 
the surerflous mayhem. The show gained popularity, and was always consistently 
among the top 5 animated series in Japan. The first series encec in 1987 at 
109 episoces, only to be followec by Hokuto no ken 2, which is still running. 
The manga strip is still a very popular part of the weekly Shonen Jump. 


The show has its flaws, to be sure, but it still stands in my minc as the best 
of the current shows, and one of the very best animated series Japan has ever 
producec. On the minus, the animation is not the most fluic, it varies from 
episoce to episode. The dialogue is terribly melodramatic at times, the plots 
are sometimes overly contrived and predictable, and emotional attatchement to 
any but the leac characters is not advised. Because of the overall plot of 
the series, almost all of the supporting cast must die. fThiswis the law of 
Hokuto no ken. 


On the positive, the artwork and character designs are, in my opinion, some of 
the best anc most cetailecd, if not the best that the TV anime genre has ever 
prorucer. The characters all represent more than is apparent at first glance, 
the series is probably the most literate of any to come out of Japan (anime). 
The program deals with many aspects of human nature which are ignored by other 
shows, and the morals are sometimes hard to understand by those not familiar 
with Japanese customs and society. It is a very Japanese show. 


The overall plot and series is one big origin 
story. Kenshiro is successor to hokuto shin- 
ken ane the law says his three brothers must 
either forget the art or die. The "“nanto roku 
sei ken" are tragic figures whom fate has gift- 
ec with fantastic abilities but doomed to die. 
Kenshiro must deal with each menace which 
comes his way and the people he meets help to 
shave him into what he must become the 
savior of his world, a worlde filled with 
horrid examples of the worst aspects of 
humanity. 


On to the good stuff. 


article contents (G) Robert W. Gibson 


Drawings by Michael Cogliandro 
Hokuto Mo Ken and its characters 
are (C) Suronson and Tetauo Hara 


THE HISTORY 


(As the history of the mythos is told via cont- 
inueing flashbacks in the episodes themselves, 
all which I have not seen, the following is not 
complete) 


i ‘ k 
The art of hokuto shinken (Great Bear God-fist) is ee 


a form of mystical martial arts which is taught by 
father to son and is used in times of chaos to 
defend the weak and to restore order. It has been 
carried down from father to son thusly for almost 2000 years. The last 
generation's successorship to hokuto shinken was split between two students, 
Ryuuken and Kouryou, but since this was against the laws of the art, the 
latter gave up his claim in favor of Ryuuken. 


Ryuuken, forseeing a time of crisis in his lifetime, is troubled because he 
has no son to pass hokuto shinken to. In desperation, he adopts two orphans, 
Raoh and Toki because he had promised their dead parents he would take care 
of them, and teaches them hokuto shinken. He watches them grow and notices 
Raoh has the desire needed but is overtly cruel and lacks humility. Toki is 
almost too pacifistic. He then adopts another son, Jaggi with the hopes that 
this cruel newcomer would foster competition. among the brothers. Another son 
is adoptec as an infant. His name is Kenshiro (or Ken Shiro or Kenshirou). 


While practicing in the courtyard oneday, Kenshiro and Raoh are visited by 
a young girl from another school, one who has never smiled. Her name is 
Yuria and both boys make an impression (Ken makes her smile). 


Toki and Kenshiro become very close, Jaggi becomes jealous of Ken, and Raoh 
just gets more self-centered. All four fall in love with Yuria. Then the 
bombs go off and the world is a mess. The year is 199X. 


Toki, Ken, and Yuria (the latter two are in love by this time) are near a 
bomb shelter when the nukes strike their city, but they barely reach it. 
The doors get stuck and there are many women and children inside; after a 
moment's hesitation, Toki pushes Ken and Yuria inside, forces the doors 
closed behind them (the second time he's saved Ken's life), and is engulfed 
in the radioactive waters which fill the tunnel. When the doors are finally 
opened (two weeks later), Toki is found alive, but his hair is turned white 
and he is dying of radiation poisoning. 


Toki's condition leaves Ryuuken with a problem since he was leaning toward 
picking Toki as the successor to hokuto shinken. Raoh is too cruel, Ken is 

a bit weak-willed, and Jaggi is totally unacceptable. In the hopes of tough- 
ening up Kenshiro, Ryuuken arranges a contest between Ken and Jaggi. Ken 
wins easily showing he has much more skill, but he still will not finish 

his opponent. Ryuuken chooses Kenshiro as successor anyway and Jaggi gets so 
jealous he attacks Ken. The latter uses hokuto shinken to enlarge Jaggi's 
cranium so much that Jaggi has to wear metal plates and a mask to keep his 
head normal size. 


Ryuuken realizes that there can be only one master of hokuto shinken and 
Raoh will never agree to Ken, so Ryuuken sets out to “break Raoh's fist" 
(make him forget hokuto shinken). In the middle of this ritualistic fight, 
Ryuuken has a stroke and pleads with Raoh to forget hokuto shinken as per the 
law. Replying that he did not even obey the orders of God, Raoh kills his 


adoptive father. This is the first time in 2000 years that the law of 
hokuto shinken has been broken. 


Toki remembers a promise he made to his brother in their childhood. Raoh 
made him promise that if he ever used hokuto shinken for the wrong reasons 
that Toki would try and “break his fist". Although he is weak, he knows he 
must try... 


Another martial artist (and childhood friend of Kenshiro's), Shin also covets 
Yuria and he challenges Ken to a fight. Shin defeats Ken (who really didn't 
wish to fight his friend) and decorates Ken's chest with the marks of his 
order's stars (the Great Dipper), using his fingers. Shin takes Yuria away 
and leaves the wounded Ken in the dangerous desert land. 


The world after the bombs is not a very nice place. There are pockets of 
civilization starting (mostly in the wreckage that were once cities), but 
they are under constant seige by the rabble of humanity, hulking mockeries 
of men who constantly prey on the weak for thier own purposes. Usually 
segregated into roving gangs, these evil characatures are either led by 

even huger and meaner bandits, or super-powered martial artists from varying 
sects and disciplines. The weak, often defensless normals who are attempting 
to start over again are faced with an almost hopeless task, unless they 
learn to fight back. But they need leadership, and there are rumors of such 
aman, a savior to bring them back to a level where they have a chance, a 
man with seven scars on his chest. 


THE CHARACTERS 


(It could be said that there are three kinds of characters in Hokuto no ken: 
the main cast (Ken, Lynn, and Bat), the supporting cast, and hokuto no fodder. 
I have divided the important characters into four catagories: the “hokuto 
brothers", the “nanto roku sei ken", the “nanto go sha sei", and the others. 
The first two are dealt with here (along with Lynn and Bat), and the other 
two will be in the second part of the Initiate's Guide. There are several 
different translations of character's names, so I am going with the ones I 
have seen most often in Printed English in various magazines and books. ) 


Lynn (pronounced "Reen" or "Deen" ) 

A child with unexplained psycic powers, 

her parents were apparently killed when 
she was very small. (they weren't really 
her real parents, but that gets confusing), 
and the trauma of watching them die left 
her unable to speak. Ken used hokuto 
shinken to cure her and has looked after 
her ever since. She survives into the 
second series and leads the "hokuto army". 


Bat (pronounced Baatto) 

An adolescent with a penchant for theiv- 
ery, he is the major source of comedy 
relief on the show. His trademark is a 
pair of goggles, which he hardly ever 
uses. He has followed Ken around since 
episode one and he survives into the 
second series and leads the "hokuto army" 
together with Lynn. (and actually turns 
into a pretty good fighter. 


THE "HOKUTO BROTHERS" 


The four adopted sons of Ryuuken are known by reputation among the denizens 
of the world and form the core of the show. First a bit about the art of 
hokuto shinken itself. 


The art of hokuto shinken is very powerfull and relies on constant practice, 
many know of it, but very very few can master it. It relies mainly in the fact 
that there are many “secret” pressure points known only to the practitioners 
and by using these points, many effects can be achieved. It is a secretive 

art and its maneuvers are guarded very secretly by its masters because in the 
wrong hands, it would be very, very destructive. 


Kenshiro-The youngest of the adopted sons of Ryuuken, he is the star of the 
show. His style is "kanasi fist" (sad fist) because he is reluctant to use it 
unless necessary and, because of his position as successor to hokuto shinken, 
he has seen many of his friends die to push him foreward. Partially because 
of this duty, he very rarely smiles. He is slow to anger, but when he does get 
mac, watch out, he is unbeatable. He is the 
protector of innocents, the weak, and especially 
chileren, seeing them as the future of civil- 
ization. He is a very good fighter, the best of 
the brothers in raw talent. He is also very 
Strong. He is fair (often giving opponents the 
chance to back down) but will not hesitate to 

kill, which he does quite often. Unfortunatly, 

he is not decisive enough in certain circumstances 
and his mistakes sometimes come back to haunt 

him. He is often just a few minutes (or seconds) 
too late to save a friend's life, thus giving 

him motivation to do what he must and adding to 

the guilt he carries with him. He has the main 
Symbol of the Ursa Major constellation on his 

chest (courtesy of Shin) and no baddie has seen 

it and lived. The Japanese see the character as 

an archetype and as morally perfect. He can see 
the aura of living things, thus sensing the inherent 
good or bad in that being. I could go on about 

him further but there is really no point. 
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Jagi-the third eldest of the adopted sons 
of Ryuuken, Jagi is the least skil- 
led in martial arts, prefferring to 
stick to technical devices like shot- 
guns and motorcycles. After losing 
succession to Kenshiro, Jagi became 
insanely jealous and challenged Ken 
to a fight. Ken beat him easily and, 
using hokuto shinken, enlarged his 
cranium, cauSing Jagi to have to wear 
a helmet to hide his deformity. Later, 
Jagi pushed Shin's insane love of 
Yuria further and set him against Ken. 
Not satisfied with this, Jagi donned 
a mask, poked the northstar constel- 
lation in his own chest, and travelled 
the land trying to ruin Kenshiro's 
reputation. This came to a climax 
when Jagi kidnapped Rei's sister, 
Airi, causing Ken to face him one 

last time and finish what he started. 


Toki-the second eldest of the adopted sons of 
Ryuuken, Toki is pacifistic, quiet, reflective, 
and prefers to use hokuto shinken to heal rather 
than kill (but he will kill when necessary). 

He is the natural brother of Raoh and they love 
each other despite their great difference in 
personalities. He and Kenshiro became as true 
brothers (Ken calls him "brother", the only one 

of Ryuuken's adopted children he refers to with 
that term) and Toki has saved Ken's life on two 
occassions. Caught outside of a bomb shelter and 
engulfed in radioactive waters, Toki contracted 
radiation poisoning and his hair changed from 
brown to white (leaving him looking somewhat like 
Jesus Christ, hmm). He then went from village to 
village curing various illnesses and gaining 

quite a reputation, He advises Kenshiro constantly 
on the ways of people and, although dying, regains 
his strength enough to attempt to fulfill his 
promise to Raoh. Unfortunatly, he has not the 
strength to use his natural style of "jyu ken" 
(gentle fist) in his final fight with his brother 
anc Raoh cefeats him. He spends the rest of his 
life curing illnesses until he is.killed by Ryuuga. 
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Raoh-the eldest of the adopted sons of Ryuuken, 
Raoh i8 not a nice person (although he is quite 
honorable). Ever since he was a small child he 
has had the ambition to be the “strongest of all" 
and it seems he has achieved that status. He is 
probably the most powerful man left alive after the 
holocaust and demands respect from all (and gets 
it, for the most part). #he world at large knows 
him as "kenou" (king of fist) and his reputation 
is known to just about everyone. He is a massive 
man, fully a head taller than Kenshiro and he rides 
a huge horse named Ko ku-6 (black king) which adds 
to his stature and presence. He is the undisputed 
master of hokuto shinken and can seemingly cause 
people to die simply by gesturing. 


His powerful 
aura can cause buildings to crumble and he can kill scores of people in seconds. 
There are only 2 people he fears and he obeys no one, not even God (whom he 
refers to as being on his side), and he considers himself king of the world 

and there are few who would say otherwise, although Kenshiro once faught him 


He killed his adopted father, Ryuuken, Rei, and most of the 
nanto go sha sei, but knows he will again have to face Kenshiro if he is to 


to a standstill. 


claim the two things he wants most 


the world and Yuria. 


THE NANTO ROKU SEI KEN 

The art of nanto sei ken (southern cross fist) is the opposite of hokuto 
shinken, yet the two are connected in some fashion never really made clear. 
It destroys from outside and is just as deadly. The masters of nanto sei 
ken are callee nanto roku sei ken (6 masters of holy southern cross fist) and 
they make up the main supporting cast of Hokuto no ken. The 6 masters are 
apparently chosen by lineage instead of being passed down from father to son, 
ana these 6 are much more powerful than any of the other practitioners of 
nanto sei ken. Unlike hokuto shinken, nanto sei ken is an open school and 

is patternec after a Shaolin temple. The 6 masters are held in the sway of. 
one aspect of their personalities (given as the name of a star) and each takes 
a name akin to his style. Like hokuto shinken, there seems to be a law in 
nanto sei ken that only one master can survive in order to preserve order. 
What follows are accounts of 5 of the 6 (the sixth will be dealt with in 

part 2 of the Initiate's Guide so as not to spoil the surprise). 


Shin (Nanto ko shyu ken) (south lone eagle fist) 
A friend, turned rival of the young Kenshiro, 
Shin is a master of nanto sei ken. Spurred on 
by Jaggi, Shin coveted Yuria and, thinking she 
returned his love, he challenged Ken to a fight, 
which he won. Mocking Kenshiro and trying to 
get Yuria to say she loved him, Shin then used 
his fingers to decorate Ken's chest with the 
Big Dipper. Yuria relented and Shin took her 
away, leaving Ken to spend the rest of the first 
TV season tracking them down. Shin had “Jun sei" 
(which meant he would die a martyr's death for 
love), and since he truly believed Yuria loved 
him, he tried relentlessly to win that love, but 
She would not give in to him. This slowly drove 
Shin insane. Yuria would not accept his gifts; 
and since he was planning to conquer another city 
for her, she could not bear to see it and decided 
to kill herself. She threw herself high off his 
tower, only to be saved by the nanto go sha sei. They persuaded Shin to give 
up his dream because Yuria did not really love him and Raoh was coming to take 
her. This brought Shin back to his sanity and he bravely waited to face Raoh, 
only to find Ken got there first. Knowing that Raoh would get the truth out 
of Ken, Shin purposly misled Ken into thinking Yuria had died so she would be 
Safe. Ken, in his anger, had already killed Shin slowly, but Shin decided to 
kill himself by throwing himself off of his tower instead of dying a slow, 
painful death by hokuto shinken. 
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Rei (Nanto sui cho ken) (south waterfowl fist) 

& master of nanto sei ken, Rei is the main supporting 
character of the second TV season. He meets Ken while 
searching for his sister who has been kidnapped by a 
man with "the seven scars on his chest". The culprit 
turns out to be Jaggi and together Ken and Rei track 
down her (Airi) current captors and free her. Rei - 
is somewhat cocky, has a sarcastic wit, and takes a 
certain pleasure in killing his opponents, but is 
humbled by Raoh when he attempts to defend Mamiya's 
town (and save Lynn's life) in the absence of Ken. 

He does this mainly because of his star, gi sei, the 
star of obligation to others, because he felt he 

owed Kenshiro so much. Raoh defeats him and causes 
him to die a slow, 3 day, painful death by hokuto 
shinken. When it is apparent that Juda is going to come and kill Mamiya (the 
woman Rei has come to love), he resists the pain and allows Toki to use a 
very, very, painful remedy to Raoh's sentence and allows Rei one more day of 
life. Rei and Juda have a final confrontation and Rei kills Juda. Rei's 
funeral pyre marks the end of the second TV season. In a later climactic 
confrontation, Kenshiro uses one of Rei's moves to wound Raoh. 


Juda (Nanto kou kaku ken) (south red crane fist). 
A master of nanto sei ken and fellow student 

of Rei's, Juda (or Yuda) is obsessed with 
beautiful women and make-up and coilects both. 
He was somehow responsible for the break-up 

of the nanto roku sei ken (hence the name, 

but the details are pretty fuzzy). He abducted 
Mamiya years earlier, and marked her with his 
mark (UD), but she escaped. Naturally 

scheming and suspicious (yo-u sei, star of 
suSpicion), Juda almost escapes Rei's wrath 

by waiting until Rei should be dead before 
trying to get Mamiya back. This failing, 
because of the extra day Toki gave Rei, Juda attempts to flood the battlefield 
and thus take away Rei‘’s leg movement (his main advantage), before Rei kills 

him anyway. Juda dies in Rei's arms after admitting he has been in love with 
Rei (hey, this is the 80's) and jealous of his style since they were in 

training together. 
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Sauzer (Nanto ho 6 ken) (south phoenix fist) 

The most powerful of the nanto roku sei ken, Sauzer 
is the nanto equivelent of successor, but due to 
circumstances, he turned out purely evil. He is the 
star of command (sho sei) or star of emporer (sei tei), 
take your pick. As part of the ritual of passing 
nanto ho 6 ken, he accidently killed his master who 
was more than a father to him. The experience drove 
him mad and he forsook all love, for to him, love 
meant nothing but pain. He carried this pain through 
his life and passed it on to all he met. As a tomb 
to his dead master, he is building a pyramid using 
children as labor, which brings him up against Ken 
and Shew. He defeats Kenshiro due to a fluke in his 
body structure (his pressure points are reversed), and 
he throws Ken into prison. Ken is rescued by Shew's 
son and Sauzer captures Shew and uses him to carry 
his pyramid's capstone to the top of the pyramid. 
When Ken finally is well enough to face Sauzer a 
second time, he changes his tactics and defeats 
Sauzer. Instead of killing him in his normal method, Ken uses Toki's move 
which causes Sauzer to feel no pain. Sauzer connot understand this feeling 
anc asks Ken why he had mercy. Ken tells him that a good leader must have 
warmth as well as strength. Sauzer crawls to the image of his dead master 
and asks him to show him warmth before he dies. Ken then laments that Sauzer 
had more unused love to give than anyone and his life was a tragic waste. 


Shew (Nanto hakoru ken) (south egret fist) 

A master of nanto sei ken, Shew is, like Kenshiro, a 
protector of children, which eventually proves his 
ruin. He is guided by "jin sei*®, the star of ben- 
evolence. Years earlier when Kenshiro was a small 
boy, Shew saved his life by sacrificing his eyesight 
(his most prized possession) during a test in which 
Sauzer demanded the young Ken be killed. Shew’s 

son rescues Kenshiro from Sauzer's dungeon and later 
sacrifices his own life to save Ken from discovery 
by Sauzer's men when Ken is too hurt to fight. A 
former associate of Sauzer's, Shew is captured by 
Sauzer when the latter decides to make Shew decide 
between his freedom of the lives of his people. He 
later is forced to carry Sauzer's pyramid's cap- 
stone to its summit and is killed for his trouble. 
Ken arrives (a little late as usual) and Shew's 
eyesight returns in time to see that Kenshiro's 

face resembles the face of Shew's dead son, thus assuring Shew that "my 

jun .sei-blood passed true". Kenshiro then got in a good fighting mood to 
beat up on Sauzer. Shew's story is a good example of the tragic nature of 
the plot of Hokuto no ken and the final episode of Shew's story is still my 
favorite episode. As part of mu so ten sei (explained in part 2 of my 
Initiate's Guide), Ken uses Shew's style later when he is blind. 


As I mentioned earlier, the identity of the sixth nanto roku sei ken will be 
revealed in part 2, because it belongs there with the information on the 
fourth season of Hokuto no ken. 


HOKUTO NO KEN lst-3rd Season Opening Credits Song 


translated by Tomoaki Okuzumi and 
"Englishized" by Robert Gibson 


AI 0 TORIMODOSE (Get Back Love) 
You are shocked. The sky falls because of love. : 
You are shocked. The sky falls into my heart. 

You can't chain down our blazing hearts, 

and I'll down those in my way with my finger. 


You are shocked. A pulse races faster because of love. 
You are shocked. My pulse races faster. 
My heart blazes hotter as I search for you, 
and it will melt everything. 


#you had left on your journey to keep our love, 
but we lost tomorrow. 

T don't want to see a lost smile on you. 

Get back love‘ 


You are shocked. Strike at the darkness. 

You are shocked. Strike at this darkness of mine. 
No one can seperate us, our tie is so strong, 
we will never be seperated again. 


#*Repeat 


Both songs by Crystal King 


— HOKUTO NO KEN lst-3rd Season Closing Credits Song 


translated by Tomoaki Okuzumi and 
"Englishized" by Robert Gibson 


YURIA...TOWA NI (Forever Yuria) 


The ‘lonely whisper is alive at this moment. 
I've known lonliness and grope for warmth. 
Now, I embrace you. 


The time for lovers is past. 
My mind is wandering and doesn't see tomorrow. 


You are smiling and Shaking in brightness. 
The silhouette comes to darkness, leaving only footsteps. 
I'm satisfied and fly. 


Now a godess turns her back on me. 

So I want love more than today and tomorrow. 
I want you more than a dream. 

All of you. 
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HOKUTO NO KEN 
(A guide to episodes of the saga) 


FIRST SEASON (Episodes #1-22) 


#53 


#22: 


SECOND SEASON (Episodes #23-57) 


#23: 
#27-29: 


#29-32: 


#33-43: 
#44; 
_ #47-49; 


#52-56: 


#57: 


THIRD SEASON (Episodes #58-77 


#58: 
#59; 
#60: 
#62,63: 
#64: 


#66: 
#67,68: 
#71,72:3 


#73-77; 


THIRD & ONE-HALF SEASON (Episodes #78-82) | 


#78-~82: 


guide to 


Season will be dealt with in part 2. The 
illos are my doing---RWG 


Thanks to Jeff Blend for this mini-episode 


Flashback to Kenshiro VS. Shin Round 1 -~ Kenshiro gets his 
chest decorated; Shin takes Yuria away 
Kenshiro VS. Shin Round 2 -- Death of Shin; Yuria (?) 


First episode -- Rei; Mamiya 

Airi rescued from wolfpack 
Kenshiro VS. Rei 

Jagi episodes 

Flashbacks -- Kenshiro & Jagi 
Kenshiro VS. Jagi 

The search for Toki 

Kenshiro; Raoh; Toki; Yuria flashbacks 
Rei VS. Raoh 

Flashbacks -- Raoh VS. Ryuuken 
Toki VS. Raoh Round 1 

Kenshiro VS. Raoh Round 1 

Yuda episodes 

Flashbacks -- Yuda; Rei; & Mamiya 
Rei VS. Yuda 

Death of Rei 


First episode -- Sauzer 

First episode -- Shew 

Flashbacks -- Young Kenshiro & Shew 
Kenshiro VS. Sauzer Round 1 -- Kenshiro beaten up 
Shew VS. Sauzer 

Injured Kenshiro rescued from Sauzer by Shew's son 
Death of Shew 

Kenshiro VS. Sauzer Round 2 
Toki VS. Raoh Round 2 
Flashbacks -- Toki & Raoh 
Ryuuga episodes 

Ryuuga attacks Toki 
Kenshiro VS. Ryuuga 

Death of Toki 


Intermission 
Toki's funeral pyre burns 
Flashbacks -- the five "Nanto Roku Sei Ken" 


the first three seasons, the fourth 


